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Boys Can't Date, Have Lengthy 
Homework and Lots of Latin 

B y H E R B E R T G. S T E I N 
Post-Gazette Stal l Writer 

Crammed onto the top floor of Holy Rosary Ele­
mentary School in Homewood is the toughest high 
school in the Pittsburgh area. 

By what standard? 
Consider the curriculum; four years of Latin, 

t h r e e y e a r s of G r e e k , t w o 
y e a r s of G e r m a n o r F r e n c h , 
for e x a m p l e . 

C o n s i d e r h o m e w o r k : a t l e a s t 
t h r e e h o u r s a n i g h t , a n d a 
t h e m e a w e e k , e v e r y w e e k , fo r 
f o u r y e a r s . 

C o n s i d e r t h e socia l l i fe : n o 
d a t i n g . 

C o n s i d e r t l ie w e e k e n d : 
c h a n c e s a r e it wi l l be s p e n t 
a t a hosp i iP l o;- a m e n t a l in­
s t i t u t i o n c a r r y i n g b e d p a n s , 
m o p p i n g floors, o r in s o m e 
o t h e r a c t i v i t y specif ical ly 
a i m e d a t i n s t i l l i ng t h e idea of 
s e r v i c e t o m a n k i n d . 
Y o u t h f u l S p i r i t s H i g h 

Yet in sp i t e of t h e s e r i g o r s , 
t h e 145 h i g h school b o y s n o w 
en ro l l ed t h e r e a r e d i s t i n g u i s h ­
a b l e on ly in t h a t t h e y w e a r 
b l a c k b l a z e r s on w h i c h t h e r e 
is a l i t t l e r o u n d e m b l e m t h a t 
s a y s " T h e B i s h o p ' s L a t i n 
Schoo l . " 

" W P d o n ' t p u t a n y d a m p e r s 
o n t h e m a t r e c e s s t i m e ; a n d 
i t g e t s p r e t t y no i sy , " s a y s t h e 
R e v . W i l l i a m J . W a l s h , S. J. , 
t h e h e a d m a s t e r a n d t e a c h e r of 
r e h g i o n . 

T h e B i s h o p ' s L a t i n Schoo l 
w a s o p e n e d in t h e fal l of 1961 
a t 7120 Ke l l y St , a s a p e t p r o j ­
e c t of B i s h o p J o h n J . W r i g h t 
of t h e P i t t s b u r g h R o m a n Ca th ­
olic Diocese , w h o fel t t h e r e 
o u g h t t o be a m e n t a l l y r igor ­
ous p r e - s e m i n a r y h i g h schoo l 
for t h i s d iocese . H e a t t e n d e d 
s u c h a schoo l himself , t h e Bos­
ton L a t i n School , w h i c h wh i l e 
a pubMc school , h a s a cu r r i cu ­
l u m a n d a n a m e so close t o 
w h a t w a s se t u p h e r e t h a t it 

a p p e a r s m o r e t h a n co inc idence . 
T h e schoo l h e r e is o p e r a t e d 

by t h e J e s u i t s — o r Soc ie ty of 
J e s u s — w h i c h h a s 51 h i g h 
schoo l s in v a r i o u s A m e r i c a n 
c i t ies . T h i s is t h e o r d e r ' s f irst 
t h a t is exc lu s ive ly fo r b o y s 
h e a d e d f o r t h e p r i e s t h o o d . 

" T h e s e b o y s a r e t h i n k i n g 
s e r i o u s l y a b o u t b e c o m i n g 
p r i e s t s , " s a y s F a t h e r W a l s h , 
" b u t t h e dec i s ion a t t h e i r a g e 
is ptt.eii ( l o U ' t f u l . r iaey a r e a s suife about, u . you m i g h t s ay , a s a n y boy can be . " 

R E V . W I L L I A M J. W A L S H 
Heads a tough school. 

e v e r y b o d y e v e r y m o n t h , a n d 
i n s t e a d of a foo tba l l t e a m 
t h e r e is a d e b a t i n g t e a m t h a t 
g o e s o u t t o t o u r n a m e n t s , a n d 
t h e r e is a c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h 
o t h e r schoo l s i n w r i t i n g one-
a c t p l a y s . 

" W e h a v e n ' t w o n m a n y 
m a t c h e s y e t , " s a y s F a t h e r 
W a l s h . " W e ' r e b u i l d i n g cha r ­
a c t e r . " 

S ince t h e B i s h o p ' s L a t i n 
School h a s t a k e n in one f resh­
m a n c lass a y e a r s i n c e i t 
opened t h r e e y e a r s ago , i t 
w o n ' t h a v e a s e n i o r c l a s s u n t i l 
n e x t y e a r w h e n t h e t o t a l en­
r o l l m e n t wi l l go u p to 200 a n d 
wi l l p r o b a b l y s t a y a t t h a t fig­
u r e . (Of t h e o r i g i n a l c l a s s of 
51 b o y s , 41 a r e s t i l l t h e r e . ) I t 
is h o p e d t h a t t h e D i o c e s e 
e v e n t u a l l y wil l go on t o bu i ld 
i t s o w n s e m i n a r y a n d co l l ege 
fo r t h e h i g h schoo l ' s g r a d u -
a t e s . 

T h e f a c u l t y cons i s t s of t e n 
J e s u i t s a n d four lay p e r s o n s , 

j 'nv ' luued air u i g I'te lay iHcch 
I ty member.-? a r e one .Negro 
i a n d one w o m a n . 



To help t h e m m a k e a de­
cis ion the diocese s ends theni 
t o a school w h e r e t h e y can 
think about i t in a re l ig ious 
a t m o s p h e r e w h i l e s t u d y i n g 
t h e c lass ics a s we l l a s sci­
ence and m a t h e m a t i c s , but 
t h e y are stil l l iv ing at h o m e . 
"We feel it's important for the boys to be at home during this stage of their training," says Father Walsh, "so they can continue to associate with their brothers and sisters and friends of the family." The only major restriction, he adds, is that they may not date. 

Y o u t h s Kept B u s y 
They are kept busy. A i i d e from the languages, the sci­ences and the mathematics, 

I there is a four-year program I called "English and Elocution" which aims at what Father Walsh calLs "perfecta elo-quentia." 
'That has been the goal of Jesuit teaching for 400 years," he says. It means literature, writing, speaking or what he refers to as "perfect control of the language." 
S t u d e n t s t a k e c o u r s e s 

w h i c h include all the S t a t e 
D e p a r t m e n t of Publ i c In­
s truct ion r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r 
h i g h school , and t h e religi­
o u s r e q u i r e m e n t s in addit ion 

:—church mus ic , for ins tance . 
Competition i s built into every part of the program: prizes given annually in each subject, grades posted for 

To get the boys into what Father Walsh calls "an atti­tude of sacrifice" some of the freshmen and sophomores go off on weekends to a local hos­pital to wrap tongue depres­sors, wheel patients around, feed them, or mop the floors if that's needed. 


